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stfgJSCT : soviet Civil Air ftoute to Cubn 


L The soviet civil ilrlifl*« Aeroflot, 
urated it# flret rogulariy femdvlN flight fro* 
Moscow to Havana via Muruaeak oo f January I*e3« 

Tlsc (light by a Soviet T54U fwr-Wfiw turboprop 
transport opened the lint soviet air route let# 
the western hemisphere and 1# billed by teeeee as 
the 'world's loosest regular nonstop air service.' 

A round trip flight la now scheduled to be flown once 
» seek rather than teice ae announced initially by 
the mm. 

2 , The aev route gees north Iron Moscow to 

wed from there, after a etep for refuel- 
inr. direct te Savana over neutral eaters of the 
Norwegian and ISreenland Sea#, the Banish -Straits , 
the Atlantic ocean and the Straits of Florida— a 
total distance of more than #,500 stiles. The route 
does not pass through the airspace of Western coun- 
tries, bat the Soviets have requested the use of 
navigational and eeather aidn fro* Norway, Iceland, 
Canada, the UK and the US. The flight fro# Bone ow 
to Havana is covered ia about 1# hoars flying tine; 
the return trip free Havana to Moscow is shortens* 
to about 14 hours hoeause of favorable vied*., By 
flying nonstop fro* liurnaaak the USSR avoida the 
prohlen of obtaining overflight and landing rights 
free Hesters countries. These rights becane in- 
creasingly difficult for the soviets to obtain after 
the Cuban crisis erupted last October* 

3 . Although frequently alleged to 1 m an unde- 
fendable aircraft, the TU-114 probably is fully 
capable of servicing the Moscow -Havana route. Main- 
tenance difficulties, which are cosmos to this 
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aJacronead they »r# aseigniag aircraft to tW 
cSS*rrout#“ poaaibiy In not icl pat ton of neck 
option. Far the flight to Cabo the *%£*** J£± 
bns boon reduced to **«* the noronl 1T0 J*- °^* 
to carry ooro tool. la addition, up to i7»0$0 pound* 
of freight coaid ho carried depending on the f «ol 
load. Proa loan ly the only regain* ly scheduled TU 114 
eerriee one ©a a rente ooanec t lag goacoo and Shaba - 
rovak in the Boa let far Saat. 
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Remarks: ... ... _ 

Attached la a aemorandura de- 
scribing the non -stop Soviet civil air 
route to Cuba. It is forwarded in 
response to jour request, via CDD1 and 
AD/C I, of 25 January for the Senate 
Foreign Relatione Committee. 

Distribution : 

Orig. 8s 2 - OGC (Attn: 

XI - ODDI 
1 - OAD/CI 
1 - OAD/RR 

1 - St/CS/RR (Chrono) 


25X1 A 


25X1 A 


FOLD HERE TO RETURN TO SENDER 
FROM: NAME. ADDRESS AND PHONE NO. 




FORM NO. 927 056 l>reV ' 0US el * i,ionS 


U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1961 0—587282 


Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP79T00429A000300040003-0 



